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On June 26, veteran leftists and many young people traveled to former President Salvador Allende's
tomb, where they placed red carnations and roses, and delivered several speeches. Allende,
ousted in 1973 via a coup led by Gen. Augusto Pinochet, was buried in a cemetery at Vina del Mar,
northeast of Santiago. The tomb is located at the top of a hill facing the Pacific. Carbinero patrols
and secret police agents (CNI) positioned themselves nearby. There were no incidents. Meanwhile,
in Santiago a series of commemorative events sponsored by several political and civic groups
were culminated. Included was the Allende government's most stubborn opposition during the
1970-73 period, the Christian Democrat Party. A few persons were arrested when a group of leftist
demonstrators approached the national palace in downtown Santiago to stage a rally. On June 29,
1973, a premature coup was squelched by loyal troops led by Gen. Carlos Prats, then commanderin- chief and member of the Allende cabinet. Subsequently, workers called for occupation of the
factories and distribution of arms among them. Allende chose instead to renew efforts toward
reaching a compromise with his main opposition, the Christian Democrats, while relying on the
military to maintain law and order. The armed forces responded by raiding factories in search of
illegal weapons, while making no effort to disarm rightist paramilitary groups. Control of many
locales effectively passed from Allende's Popular Unity administration to the military. In August,
Gen. Prats, under pressure from his colleagues, resigned from the cabinet and as commander-inchief. Accepting requests of the generals, Allende appointed Gen. Pinochet as Prats' successor. The
military coup began on Sept. 10, 1973. The next morning, after Allende rejected a demand by the
military that he resign, the army and the air force attacked the presidential palace. Some say Allende
suicided, while others maintain he was killed by a soldier. The four-man military junta headed by
Pinochet initiated the most brutal repression in Latin American history. It jailed, murdered and
tortured thousands of Chileans. Some sources estimate that the junta killed between 18,000 and
30,000 people in its first two years. The seret police, DINA (Direccion de Inteligencia Nacional)
with guidance from Col. Walter Rauff, a former Nazi who supervised the extermination of Jews at
Auschwitz spread its terror network throughout Chile, and also carried out assassinations abroad.
The junta set up at least six concentration camps. The junta abolished civil liberties; dissolved
the national congress; prohibited union activities, strikes and collective bargaining; erased the
Allende regime's agrarian and economic reforms; outlawed or suspended left and center political
parties; and, suspended or exiled many dissident labor and peasant leaders and clergy. The junta's
economic policies resulted in economic recession, and extreme hardship for most Chileans. Between
September 1973 and October 1975, the consumer price index rose a total 3,367%. Industrial and
agricultural output declined. In 1977, unemployment was estimated at 25%, compared to 3% in
1972. Meanwhile, the rich prospered. In 1972, the upper 5% of the population received 25% of total
national income; in 1975, 50%. Wage and salary earners received 64% of the national income in 1972,
but only 38% by early 1977. At that time, malnutrition affected half the nation's children, and 60% of
the population could not afford the minimum amount of protein and calories per day.]
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